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the execution of the orders until he should receive others. The Emperor approved of this. It was, indeed, a happy 3vent for France and for Europe, even more so than for Hamburg. Those who suggested to the Emperor the idea of pillaging that fine establishment must have been profoundly ignorant of its importance. They thought only of the 90,000,000 of marks banco deposited in its cellars.
By the famous decree of Berlin, dated 21st November, 1806, Mortier was compelled to order the seizure of all English merchandise in the Hanse Towns, but he enforced the decree only so far as to preserve the appearance of having obeyed his orders.
Mortier, on leaving Hamburg for Mecklenburg, was succeeded by .General Michaud, who in his turn was succeeded by Marshal Brune in the beginning of 1807. I am very glad to take the present opportunity of correcting the misconceptions which arose through the execution of certain acts of Imperial tyranny. The truth is, Marshal Brune, during his government, constantly endeavored to moderate, as far as he could, the severity of the orders he received. Bernadotte became Governor of Hamburg when the battle of Jena rendered Napoleon master of Prussia and the north of Germany.
The Prince of Ponte-Corvo lightened, as far as possible, the unjust burdens and vexations to which that unfortunate town was subject. He never refused his assistance to any measures which I adopted to oppose a system of 'ruin and persecution. He often protected Hamburg against exorbitant exactions, rhe Hanse Towns revived a little under his government, which continued longer than that of Mortier, Michaud, and Brune. The memory of Bernadotte will always be dear to the Hamburgers; and his name will never be pronounced without gratitude. His attention was especially directed to moderate :he rigor of the custom-houses ; and perhaps the effect which .lis conduct produced on public opinion may be considered as laving, in some measure, led to the decision which, four years ifter, made him Hereditary Prince of Sweden.1
1 Marshal Brune was believed by the Hamburgers to have made money mt of his command there, but Bernadotte was esteemed by them. See Pity-naiyre, p. 135.e from their allegiance, declared the Empire dis->lved, ancl contented himself with the title of Emperor of Austria, as Fran-sl.
